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Summary:
During the 2012-2013 The Nature Conservancy, with support from CSX, gifted ten schools 
in Washington, D.C. with the funds and resources to create on-site Grow Together Pollinator 
Gardens. The gardens were built primarily by students, school staff, parents and volunteers. 
Approximately 180 people participated in the garden work days. Additionally partner organization, 
City Blossoms incorporated Nature Works Everywhere resources and lessons with their own 
to lead a series of five workshops at each location, teaching 194 students in the process. The 
information included here was collect through final reports completed by the teachers and/or 
garden coordinators at the Washington, D.C. schools who participated in the project. All reports 
were compiled and edited by City Blossoms. Each of the schools also completed an online survey. 
Some of the results indicate that:

•	 90% of the schools felt the project aligned with the school curriculum and were able to 
meet learning standards in social studies, science, and community service requirements.

•	  100% of the participating teachers would recommend this project to a fellow teacher. 

•	 70% of the teachers reported that participating in this program had an extreme positive 
impact on their students understanding of natural systems.

•	 70% will continue to use their pollinator garden beyond this year.

•	 5 of the teachers would be willing to speak on behalf of the program. 

The teachers who participated were equally motivated by a desire to extend their school gardens 
and incorporate hands-on learning and environmental science. They found the most compelling 
parts of the project to be the $2,500 gift and 5 week workshop series. Some recommended 
changes and adjustments include: 

•	 Making printed materials on each pollinator available for class so as not to rely on 
internet connectivity. 

•	 Aligning sign names with the plants available.

•	 Providing an opportunity for teachers from the different schools to meet, share ideas, 
and tour respective gardens. 
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School Name: Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy
Contact: Bethany Hanna, School Garden Coordinator
Participating Grades: Pre-Kindergarten
Description of Build: 2 Raised and 1 In-Ground  Bed
Number of Students: 23

                                        
Overview (as told by Bethany Hanna)                                          
Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy (MMBDA) is 
a public charter school serving students from Pre-K 
through 8th grade. As the School Garden Coordinator 
at MMBDA, I work with students in all grade levels, 
however, the focus of the Growing Together Pollinator 
Project was on educating MMBDA’s Early Childhood 
classes Pre-K 3 - Kindergarten. Prior to the project, 
MMBDA’s school garden, installed in 2011 through a 
partnership with the Washington Youth Garden (WYG), 
consisted of three 3’x6’ raised garden beds and 3 
large “whiskey barrel” container gardens. During the 
regular school year, MMBDA’s school garden program 

involves approximately 250 students primarily through 
WYG’s Garden Science program, consisting of an 8-week-long garden education program serving 
MMBDA’s 4th grade students, and an ongoing series of weekly gardening lessons with MMBDA’s 
early childhood classes. 
  
The Growing Together Pollinator Project has had a profound impact upon the MMBDA school 
gardening program! The classroom lessons directly involved 23 students in one of MMBDA’s 
Kindergarten classes, however I replicated the lessons with the other 7 early childhood classes, 
so a total of 135 students were directly impacted by the classroom lessons. Further, the 
Growing Together Pollinator Project provided for the addition of two new raised garden beds 
in the MMBDA school garden, thereby impacting the entire MMBDA student population of 
approximately 300 students. We couldn’t be happier! One MMBDA Kindergarten student who 
upon realizing that some bats were pollinators exclaimed “I didn’t know bats help the flowers! I 
used to think they were scary, but now I like them!”

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing project, learning the Dig, Dig, Dig song and exploring plants’ needs
•	 Session 2: Exploring pollinators and their adaptations, with a focus on hummingbirds
•	 Session 3: Customizing flowers to attract the perfect pollinator
•	 Session 4: Exploring pollinators and their adaptations, with a focus on butterflies
•	 Session 5: Exploring pollinated foods and making an edible seed ball recipe

Butterfly created during workshops
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 Our class really enjoyed the hummingbird activity and  my personal favorite activity was the 
Garden Build Day. Overall, the children loved all of the lessons and are very familiar with the 
concepts of pollination and pollinators now - the arts and crafts combined with the content 
knowledge really helped their understanding of what could have been a very complex, abstract 
concept. Excellent work! We are so excited to apply the students’ new-found knowledge 
of pollination outdoors in the school garden (using our new raised pollinator beds and our 
handcrafted mason bee houses!!) during the spring and summer!”

Comments 
The crafts the children made were absolutely adorable and received glowing compliments from 
parents and teachers! I can’t wait to install the mason bee houses and hear how much everyone 
loves them as well!
       

Young volunteers help 
plant perennials during 
Garden Build Day. 
Students make flowers 
during a workshop lead 
by Nekia Wright.
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Two cedar bed kits were built to house the pollinator plants.

Layout of Bethune’s container garden (showing work completed during work day)
A-B: Permanent position of cedar raised beds
C: Existing concrete bed planted with pollinator-friendly plants
D: Beginning of an in-ground perennial bed
E; Mural painted on outdoor seating/meeting area.

A
B

C D

E
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School Name: Capital City Public Charter School
Contact: Ryoko Yamamoto, School Garden Coordinator
Participating Grades: First Grade
Description of Build: In-Ground Pollinator Garden
Number of Students: 21

         
                               

Overview (as told by Ryoko Yamamoto)                                          
Capital City PCS moved to a new school location last 
August and established an outdoor classroom and school 
garden on the grass field along Peabody Street, NW. On 
a work day last September 60 community volunteers, 
students and 3 local non-profit organizations worked 
together to help establish the school’s green spaces. The  
approximately 1200 square feet school garden includes 
4 benches and a tree stump circle served as an outdoor 
classroom, 8 vegetable beds, installation of 5 fruit trees 
and 2 berry shrubs. At the beginning stage of the garden, 
13 high school students were involved in the design and 
initial plantings as a part of an Urban Ecology class.

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing project, and exploring 

flowers’ needs
•	 Session 2: Exploring pollinators and making flowers 

to attract the pollinators
•	 Session 3: Exploring bees and building bee bodies 

from paper mache. 
•	 Session 4: Continuing bee construction and 

developing habitats.
•	 Session 5: Assemble mobiles, wrap up

We had two phases of lessons for two grades over 
participation of this project. First phase was last fall 
2012, the Urban Ecology class was involved in designing 
the pollinator garden, approximately 700 square feet, 
to provide a pollinator-related site for the younger 
grades. They researched each pollinator including 
various local bees, butterflies, moths, beetles, bat and 
collected data was integrated into the final planting 
plan. Then we planted most of students’ selection of 

	  

	  Urban Ecology students plant in 
the newly established pollinator 
beds. First graders make seed 
balls to distribute annual seeds
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pollinator-attracting perennial plants with help from City 
Blossoms. Especially at this initial stage of our school 
garden, students were able to participate in all aspects of 
establishing the garden and I am glad to praise them as 
the founders of the pollinator garden.

Second phase began with 1st grade’s Bee Expedition in 
early spring 2013. Following prior year’s hard work, when 
two 1st grade classes embarked on learning about bee 
habitats, we had a hands-on outdoor classroom with 
the diverse pollinator plants. During early spring 2013, 
an educator from City Blossom visited the classroom 
and instructed on pollinator lessons that brought 1st 
graders a foundation of learning about bee habitats. 

They especially liked making their own bee mobiles, learning bee dances and songs and rolling 
seed bombs as a part of the lesson. 1st grade classes incorporated writing and scientific drawing, 
building local bee hives, and hands-on gardening lessons to name a few.

Comments 
This program was flexible to fit to each school’s needs and easy to arrange age-appropriate 
participation. Establishing the pollinator garden from scratch was a dynamic experience and had a 
positive impact on the whole school and public.

1st to 6th grades After School Program students helped to prepare soil by digging and removing 
sod. In spring 2013, 2 classes of 1st grade regularly used the pollinator garden as a part of 
curriculum of Bee Expedition. In addition, as the flowers began to bloom, the 5th grade art class 
teacher started to use the space for painting and photography. The pollinator garden is safe and 
welcomes all ages, and is where we usually start lessons to find something new for the day. The 
total number of students directly impacted by the pollinator garden is more than half of the total 
school population, 400 students. 

Another aspect of the pollinator garden is that it is largely increasing the bio-diversity of the whole 
school garden site. With emphasis on native plants, we included assortment of shrubs, perennials, 
annuals and bulbs to meet pollinators’ needs through all seasons that also influence our vegetable 
beds which are core resource of gardening programs for years to come.

‘I love being a bee!’,  exclaimed a first grader and frequent garden visitor while attempting to find 
best nectar among flowers. Bee Balm and Hyssop are student’s favorite. To my surprise, students 
can taste subtle difference of flavor of those flowers!

	   Example of a Bee Mobile.
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Because the Urban Ecology class and the school’s garden coordinator already had a garden 
master plan City Blossoms did not need to create a map for the project. The green spot 
represents where the pollinator bed was installed in the school garden. During future 
phases the garden will continue to expand around the pollinator bed.
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School Name: Cleveland Elementary School
Contact: Stephanie Frank, Teacher
Participating Grades: Kindergarten
Description of Build: 2 In-Ground  Beds
Number of Students: 21

                                        
Overview                                        
21 Cleveland Elementary kindergarten students participated  in the five-week Grow Together 
Pollinator Project. Prior to this project, Cleveland Elementary had four vegetable beds and an 
herb/butterfly garden installed fall 2012. Mrs. Frank was motivated by a desire to incorporate 
environmental sciences into her curriculum and found the $2,500 gift to be very compelling. 

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing project, pre-assessment and exploring plants’ needs
•	 Session 2: Constructing an indoor pollinator garden
•	 Session 3: Learning about plant parts and how they attract pollinators
•	 Session 4: Investigating and constructing pollinators 
•	 Session 5: Investigating pollinated foods and making an edible seed ball recipe

The student’s favorite parts were the pollinator 
songs and the dances. Also, during recess, one 
student saw some bees buzzing around  some 
flowers and exclaimed, “Look everybody, the bees 
are drinking the honey from the flowers”. One of 
students who’d participated in the project quickly 
corrected the student by responding, “NO, the 
bees are not getting honey-----they are getting the 
nectar from the flowers, and they getting the pollen 
too- the pollen sticks to their legs and it goes to the 

next flower. Then the bee takes the nectar to the 
hive -THEN YOU GET HONEY!”

Comments 
This project has sparked a fascination with bees, 
honey, and plants on a daily basis on the playground 
and provided opportunities for the students to 
learn, share, ask and answer questions about 
pollinators. The students are still asking questions, 
creating arts and crafts related to pollinators and 
how we as a community benefit from them.

Volunteers after the workday. An 
example indoor pollinator garden. 
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Cleveland Elementary School
Garden Plan 2012-2013
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Layout of Cleveland’s school garden. The garden is a larger ongoing school project. Through 
the Grow Together gift students were able to build two in-ground pollinator-friendly beds (A 
& B) that are located along the fence next to the sidewalk and school entrance. Because of 
their location the beds will be very visible and attractive for neighbors and school staff. 

A B
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School Name: John Eaton Elementary School 
Contact: Eileen Langholtz, Enrichment Coordinator
Participating Grades: 3rd-4th Grade 
Description of Build: In-Ground  Bed
Number of Students: 19

                                        
Overview                                        
John Eaton Elementary School participated in Grow Together Pollinator Project, May 2013. The 
school’s garden group consisted of nineteen 3rd and 4th graders who showed an interest in 
gardening and completed an application. This was an enrichment class and it had a positive impact 
on the school’s gardening program. Prior to this project, an area of the school yard was designated 
for a student garden when it was renovated several years ago. While there was no formal garden or 
program in place, approximately four-five teachers planted vegetables and flowers each year with 
their classes.

Prior to the planting day, the school’s garden was a hodge-podge of plants. The build day coupled 
with 5-week program resulted in an organized garden with the purpose of using pollinator plants 
to attract insects, birds, and people. As the students summarized the program on our last day, we 
talked about continuing it with a garden club and brainstormed ideas and projects for the fall.

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing activities and seed ball recipe challenge
•	 Session 2:  Researching pollinators
•	 Session 3: Painting informative signs
•	 Session 4: Continuing to paint informative signs
•	 Session 5: Surveying of the school grounds and current pollinator population

The make-your-own granola balls was by far the most popular lesson and activity among students. 
Not only was it instructional, it was fun and engaged the student since the activity had them 
using their sense of smell, touch, and taste. Their culinary creations were varied but delicious. In 
addition, it made students realize that there’s more to gardens than just flowers and vegetables.

Comments 
Students from the Grow Together Pollinator Project are taking a stake in the garden and making 
sure younger children don’t step on the plants as well as a young preschooler, Lola, who happened 
to be at the playground on the planting day with her parents. Since then, she “joins” the students 
in the program when she sees them in the garden and reminds her classmates to watch the plants. 
This project inspired the formation of an “Eaton Friends” garden group to share the experience 
with the greater school community and get parents and their children to become stakeholders. A 
notice went out on the school’s list-serve asking for caretakers this summer and support. Several 
families have responded and expressed interest.
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Students pose after planting their pollinator 
garden. A snapshot of the recently finished 
bed. The planting design below was created by 
a volunteer parent/landscape architect.
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School Name: Eastern Senior High School
Contact: Megan Fisk, Teacher
Participating Grades: 10th Grade
Description of Build: 2 In-Ground  Beds
Number of Students: 20

                                        
Overview                                          
Eastern Senior High School was the first school to participate in the Grow Together Pollinator 
Garden Project. Megan Fisk, the biology teacher, chose to participate in this program because she 
wanted to explore ways to incorporate hands-on learning into her science curriculum. Her 10th 
grade biology class explored pollination through investigative research of pollinator types, traits, 
and their preferred plant species. The 20 students developed habitats for the different pollinator 
species by choosing plants that house and feed pollinators, creating nests for mason bees, and 
providing space for other pollinators to build their nests. Ms. Fisk had the creative idea for the 
students to design the signs labeling the plants as ‘wanted ads.’  These were both informative and 
highly entertaining.
 `
Workshops

•	 Session 1: Introducing project, viewing pollinator video, and field investigation
•	 Session 2: Investigating plants, researching and working on signs
•	 Session 3: Continuing to investigate plants, researching and working on signs
•	 Session 4: Researching pollinator habitats and constructing mason bee nests 
•	 Session 5: Completing and installing mason bee nests

Comments 
The students enjoyed participating in the project. All of the biology classes were studying the 
differences and similarities between symbiotic, mutualistic, and parasitic relationships and the 
class that received the workshops demonstrated a stronger understanding of these differences as 
indicated by the results of the unit assessment. The workshops also allowed for the class to fulfill 
some of the plant biology and ecology stem standards. Eastern Senior High School plans to keep 
using the Nature Works activities, curriculum, and videos. They are also looking forward to using 
the pollinator garden for future classroom activities. 
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A shot of the finished 
front pollinator bed, 
fall 2012. Nekia and 
Ms. Fisk pose by the 
back pollinator bed. 
A student films the 
build with the Grow 
Together IPad. 

This spring 2013 a duck 
made her nest and had 
three ducklings hatch 
in one of the pollinator 
beds.



Grow Together Pollinator Project    Report Compiled by City Blossoms

Layout of Eastern’s school garden. The garden is a larger ongoing school project. Through 
the Grow Together gift students were able to build:
A: Two in-ground pollinator-friendly beds that mark the entrance into the garden.
B: An in-ground pollinator-friendly bed in the back of the garden, that provides a resting 
spot in the garden as well as space for both sun and shade loving plants.

A

B
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School Name: Hardy Middle School 
Contact: Roxanne Bentley, Enrichment Coordinator
Participating Grades: 6th-8th Grade 
Description of Build: 2 Raised Stone Beds
Number of Students: 14

                                        
Overview  (as told by Maya Garcia)                                             
Hardy Middle School is a public school in Northwest Washington, DC serving 412 students in 
grades 6-8. 71% of the students are African-American, 12% Hispanic, and 18% Caucasian or other. 
The school installed a wetland and 6 raised beds for vegetables prior to participating in the Grow 
Together Pollinator Project. We recently received a grant to fund a part-time garden coordinator. 
Two students from each of the 7 life sciences classes participated in the project. Generally there 
were between 10 and 6 each session. The students assisted with the garden build and calculated 
the amount of soil and stones for the materials order.

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing activities, pollinator video and pre-assessment
•	 Session 2: Researching plants
•	 Session 3: Constructing plant signs
•	 Session 4: Researching pollinator habitats and painting mason bee nests
•	 Session 5: Creating seed bombs and wrapping up

The pollinator research activity and sign making was my favorite because it was great for the 
students to have an opportunity to dig deeper and understand that plants are here for a purpose. 
Even the boys were fixated on flower images as they searched for the perfect food source for their 
pollinator.

Comments 
I would definitely do it all again. I liked that it fit in so well with the science standards. The activities 
were varied and adapted to fit individual learning styles. 
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Snap shots from the Hardy Community Build Day.
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School Name: Paul Public Charter School 
Contact: Jennifer Ventimiglia, ELL Teacher
Participating Grades: 6th-9th Grade 
Description of Build:  In-Ground  Beds
Number of Students: 10

                                        
Overview                                          
Paul Public Charter School is a middle school located in Northwest DC. Ten students from the 
English Language Learner’s class were involved in the in class workshops including three 6th 
graders, one 8th grader, and six 9th graders.  30 students were involved in the garden build as 
well as two teachers, five family members, and one member of the community with no affiliation 
to the school. Prior to the pollinator project, the ELL teacher and garden coordinator, Jennifer 
Ventimiglia, stated that her students on the Green Team have created and maintained a raised 
bed garden with 6 beds, a green house, 3 composters, an orchard, and an eco-mural. She chose 
to participate in this project because of a desire to incorporate environmental science into her 
course curriculum and that the most compelling part was the $2,500 gift. 

Workshops
•	 Session 1:  Introducing project, viewing pollinator video, and pre-assessment
•	 Session 2: Investigating plants and beginning to create signs 
•	 Session 3: Investigating pollinator habitats and constructing mason bee nests
•	 Session 4: Completing and installing mason bee nests
•	 Session 5: Designing and mapping of the garden space

The mason bee nest activity was multidisciplinary and fun but Ms. Ventimiglia noted that, “The 
garden build was definitely the best activity because all of our work and planning came together 
on that day and many students were involved in creating something beautiful for the school. 
Everyone worked hard and came together.”

Comments 
Ms. Ventimiglia was also excited to share that six students created a short documentary entitled 
“Keeping it Green” detailing the classes work with their school’s gardens. The project aligned with 
the curriculum and specifically supported standards for informational text, details, and main idea. 
She noted that she would recommend the project to other teachers and has incorporated the 
curriculum videos and materials outside of the workshops provided by City Blossoms but felt, 
“The project has some room to grow and develop still, especially in the curriculum, communication 
with the school site, IPad training, etc.”  Ms. Ventimiglia’s class was comprised of students who 
were new to the country. She felt that the grant money, IPad Nature In a Box gift, and garden 
build day were amazing elements of this program. She would have preferred more control over 
the curriculum for the 5 workshops, however, because they were not necessarily well planned, 
rigorous, or structured to maximize learning for emerging English language learners. 
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Students participating in the workshops 
make and install Mason Bee habitats. 
Students later reported observing the bees 
use the nests.
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As part of their workshop series students identified, measured and mapped out their 
pollinator garden. Above: Students work on their map dedicating half the bed to shade-
friendly plants and half to sun-friendly plants. Below: Students during the Build day. As part 
of their design students built a stone pathway around the pollinator beds. 
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School Name: Thurgood Marshal Academy
Contact: Erika Culbreth, Teacher
Participating Grades: 10th Grade 
Description of Build:  In-Ground  Beds
Number of Students: 19

                                        
Overview (as told by Erika Culbreth)                                       
Thurgood Marshall Academy’s 10th grade Honors Biology students participated in the Grow 
Together Pollinator Project.  The class is composed of 19 students in their first or second year at 
Thurgood Marshall.  A number of these students participate in the garden club and help tend the 
garden on a weekly basis with the garden coordinator, Kate Lee. The garden is home to numerous 
vegetables harvested by the students. 

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing project, viewing pollinator video, and pre-assessment
•	 Session 2: Investigating plants and beginning to create signs 
•	 Session 3: Investigating pollinator habitats
•	 Session 4: Participating in an outdoor pollinator field investigation
•	 Session 5: Investigating bees and participating in a seed ball challenge

Our favorite activity of the project was picking a favorite or “most like us” insect.  Even though that 
was during the first session, students still refer to each other as their selected insects!  The follow 
up video helped open eyes and minds of students that wouldn’t normally think of pollinators.

Comments 
With going out to the garden, researching plants and pollinators, I’m pretty certain interest was 
sparked in several students to spend time with the garden/green club during the next school year. 
Anthonya J. was so excited about pollinator classes.  She always had a list of questions to ask and 
kept adding to the list!  She was most thrilled when we took a walk through the garden to look for 
pollinators.  She was able to give a tour of the garden to her peers and describe her prize winning 
squash.  She commented that she was able to link what we learned in class to what she does in her 
after school activities and she was full of pride to show some of her work.
 
Each Tuesday, students would anticipate Ms. Wright’s arrival.  There was always a round of 
applause when she entered the room.  When we didn’t have a session scheduled, students would 
continually ask when she would return. 
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Because the garden was already established and an existing bed was choosen to be 
transformed a map was not designed nor needed. Instead soil was amended in the existing 
bed and the area was converted into pollinator habitats.  



Grow Together Pollinator Project    Report Compiled by City Blossoms

School Name: Harriet Tubman Elementary School
Contact: Brittany Oliver, Teacher
Participating Grades: Pre-Kindergarten
Description of Build: 3 raised garden beds
Number of Students: 15

                                        
Overview (As told by Brittany Oliver)                                          
Harriet Tubman Elementary is a Title I school with a population of 50% Hispanic, 45% African 
American, and 5% other. Our preschool class of 15 three-year-old students participated in the 
project. Tubman has three established garden spaces including a vegetable garden with several 
raised beds and a memorial garden in the front of the school as well as a sensory garden in the 
school courtyard. Our classroom looks out into the courtyard and the students frequently visit the 
plants. 

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing project and pre-assessment. Exploring the needs of plants
•	 Session 2: Creating flowers to “plant” in the pollinator garden 
•	 Session 3: Creating a hummingbird for the pollinator garden
•	 Session 4: Creating bees and butterflies for the pollinator garden
•	 Session 5: Combining elements to construct an indoor garden to copy the outdoor garden

The students enjoyed creating their own “pollinator gardens” and flying their “butterflies” around 
the classroom, searching for colors. Students have since created a garden center in the classroom 
and practiced planting seeds. Students also acted out butterflies drinking nectar from flowers. We 
have also incorporated several garden-themed read-alouds, visited the garden, and drawn pictures 
of what we see in the garden.

A few weeks into the workshops, a parent came to the classroom and mentioned that her children 
kept talking about the garden. She said, “Have you been learning about the garden? My boys keep 
coming home and talking about butterflies drinking nectar.”

Comments 
“Ms. Nekia was WONDERFUL and patient with my students, who are very young and have short 
attention spans. She kept the activities very engaging and included songs and dramatic play into 
the lessons. I also enjoyed planting the pollinator garden and learning more about the plans in our 
school garden.”

I have also attached a few pictures. THANK YOU so much for working with my class!
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Right: Snapshots of Tubman 
workday. Because the raised 
garden beds and area already 
existed a map was not designed 
nor needed. Instead soil was 
amended in existing beds and 
the areas were converted into 
pollinator habitats 

Below: Students explore the 
gardens.
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School Name: Woodrow Wilson High School
Contact: Gabrielle Riesner, Teacher
Participating Grades: 10th grade
Description of Build: 2 Raised Stone Beds (3 planters)
Number of Students: 32

                                        
Overview                                        
As Washington’s largest comprehensive public high school, Woodrow Wilson High School is home 
to a very diverse student population. In 2011, the entire campus underwent a complete $105 million 
modernization just in time for our 75th anniversary. On September 11, 2012, the 11 acre 7 building 
Wilson campus was honored with Gold LEED certification by the US Green Building Council. 
The general education, environmental science class of 32 predominantly sophomore students 
participated in the pollinator garden project. Prior to this project, Wilson has also worked with 
Kate Lee from Capital City Farm to get the 525 ft2 greenhouse operational. A group of 5 - 10 
students have been involved in that project. 

Workshops
•	 Session 1: Introducing project, pre-assessment and showing pollinator videos
•	 Session 2: Investigating plants and beginning to make signs
•	 Session 3: Continuing to investigate plants and make signs
•	 Session 4: Continuing to investigate plants and seed ball challenge
•	 Session 5: Investigating pollinator habitats
•	 Session 6: Design meeting with students and wrap-up

Our class’s favorite indoor activities included the introductory film of time lapsed photos as well as 
the seed ball truffle recipe challenge. We thoroughly enjoyed planning and building the pollinator 
garden and it was super helpful that Nekia, Lola, and Rebecca had a clear vision for the garden and 
were able to delegate tasks so efficiently. Many of the students were able to fulfill their community 
service requirements by participating with this project. 

Comments 
Most of the programming occurred over the winter and some of the plants that students made 
garden signs for were not available in the spring. Maybe the students should only make signs for 
the plants that actually ended up in the garden. Some plants didn’t have signs and other signs 
didn’t have plants.                                 
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Wilson garden build day snap shots.
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22
 ft

Wilson Senior High School
Pollinator Garden Plan, as designed with Wilson students

22 ft

14 ft

4 ft

4 ft
3 Whisky Barrel 
Planters:
Planted with 
orange zinnias, 
marigolds, sweet 
potato vines, 
sedum and in the 
center a teepee 
with moonflower 
vines & bamboo 
bee nest.

4 
ft

2 Block-wall Beds:
Planted with orange zinnias and 
marigolds on the outside edges, 
sedums in the front, bushes in 

back and mix of perennials 
around inside edge.

Signs:
4 - Hand-painted 

signs with 
stencils & 

pollinator names. 

2- Hand-painted 
welcome signs 

placed by 
entrance
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